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2. SEPARATENESS

If by a distinct Self we mean the one Self con-
sidered as the subject of a distinct act, we learn to
give a somewhat new turn to the transeunt omnia of
the mystics and ascetics. Every act, every self is,
in one sense, indestructible and immortal. Within
the compass of my separate human life the self of
my infancy, boyhood and youth have died into the
self of my manhood: and, of this, each act and
moment dies into the next, which is built up on it
and made out of it. Yet so far as I am developing
myself truly and rightly, it is only the right and true
selfs of the past that are now saved in my conscious
life; the others are condemned as worthless or hurt-
ful. And if my whole life should be ill regulated,
and waste or worthless, it will be similarly related
hereafter to my universal life; nay, it is already
judged and condemned therein and thereby, though
I am not awake to the fact. I shall look back upon
it then as, in my better moments, I now look back
on the worst passages of my past, with a pain and
repulsion measured to the clearness of my vision and
the strength of my moral sentiment. Thus it remains
as true as ever :

" Then shall he stand to judge, who now submits him-
self humbly to the censures of men.

Then shall the poor and humble have great confidence,
but the proud shall fear on every side.

Then will it appear that he was wise in this world, who
learned to be a fool and despised for Christ's sake.

Then every affliction that we bore patiently shall de-
light us, and all iniquity shall shut its mouth.